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Chapter 1: The Nightmare 


[outshining 

\EVERYONE 

Aarounp / 

W / / 


mm 

^\m 


SHE'S 

UKEA 

TAWNY 

LIONESS 

THAT 

RULES THE 
SAVANNAH. 


PART OF A 
TOTALLY 
DIFFERENT 
WORLD 
THAN THE 
ONE I 
UVE IN. 


PALE, 

skinny, 

WEAK 

OLV 

HE... 


SITTING UP 
HERE INI 
THIS PARK 
CLASSROOM. 
ALL X CAN 
PO IS 

WATCH HER. 


J 

Ill V v 1 I COULD 

' ll j 1 

i:-' 

GO 

1 jl 

1 BUND 

I ! 

1:* I STARING 

| Jr 

liliillliiliq 

J 

WSm her 


1 |! 

, illllil long. 



L--P& GOLDEN 






































































































f THEIR 
ENTIRE TORSO 
IS NAKED, 
AFTER ALL. 
FUNNy HOW 
A MERE SIZE 
DIFFERENCE 
CAN MAKE 
Boys SO 

INDIFFERENT 

ABOUT 

EXPOSING 

THEIR 

s. BREASTS. 


THOUOH, 
IT IS TRUE 
THAT BOyS' 
SWIMSUITS 
ARE AAORE 
REVEALINC. 


PON'T 

you 

ROLL 

your 

Eyes 

AT 

ME/ 


















































































WHAT?! 
HAVEN'T 
YOU EVER 
HEARP 
THAT WORP 
BEFORE?/ 


































AHA! 

ON-OWN/ 

you've 

HAP ROWP/ 
PREAMS, 
RIOHT?/ 
you KNOW 
WHAT I'M , 
TALKING 
. ABOUT! i 


NO, NO, 
NO/ A 
RAUNCH 
peer 


I'VE HAP 

so many, 

X CAN 
EVEN MAKE 
MYSELF 
PREAM 
THEM ON 
COMMANP.' 


HALF-AWAKE 
STATE WHERE 
\ PREAM ANP 
REALITY 
STARTTO Y 
MEROE--/'- 


CAPTAIN, 

I'VE 

FOUNP A 
TYRO. 


C'MON, 

OUYS/ 

PON'T 

IONORE 

ME' 


HOTAKA' 
SURELY 
YOU'VE HAP 
NAUOHTY 
PREAMS? 


WHENEVER 
I REALIZE 
I'M 

HAVINO A 
PREAM... 


rr ALWAYS 
WARPS INTO 
THE SAME 
NIOHTMARE 
EVERY TIME. 


I PON'T 
EVEN 
GET TO 
PREAM 
ABOUT 
AWAYA 
NIKI. 



















































f WHENEVER ' 
WE PUT OUT 
A NEW ISSUE, 
EXACTLY ONE 
IS ALWAYS 
TAKEN BEFORE 
THE PAY i 
ENPS. 


PON'T 
COUNT 
ON ME 
TO BE 


ON-CHAN, 
YOU WON'T 
HAVE TO 
USE EXACT 
NUMBERS 
THERE. 


THAT'S SO 
FUNNY/ 








































































































COMPLETELY 
SYMPATHIZE 
WITH WHERE 
YOU'RE 
COMINO 
FROM. 


HMPH. 



GRANDMA, 

I'M 

HOME. 


AH, 

HOTAKA. 

YOU'RE 

LATE 

TODAY. 


YOUR 
MOTHER 
WILL BE 
BACK SOON. 
WE'LL HAVE 
DINNER 
SHORTLY. 




























































































































"I 

completely 
SYMPATHIZE 
WITH WHERE 
YOU'RE 
COMING 
PROM. 


THAT'S 
HOT IT, 
SENSEI. 


TLL MAKE 


IS PROOF 
THAT I 
SHARE THE 
BLOOD OF 
THAT 
WEAKLING. 












































































































































WHAT 
ARB YOU 

vom 

HERE? 


NOT THE 
NIGHTMARE 
AGAIN. 


1 















































































































































THE 

WHOLE 


AUGHH 
NO WAY! 
HE 

PROMISEE 
HE’P PELAY 
SWIMMING 
PRACTICE 
TOPAYH 


I'M GONNA 
PIE. I'M 
SO GONNA 
PIE IF 
AWAYA NIKI 
SEES ME 
UKE THIS! 













































































































































































THAT 

ms SO 
AMAZING!! 
YOU 

SWAM!! 


evepy- 

THING 



AWAYA 


NIKI'S L 
BOUY 1 

/ 

FBLT 1 
WARM 1 
AGAINST I 

A 

M/NB. 1 


I 






































BUT NOW 
THAT IT'S 
HAPPENED.. 


THERE 
IS JUST 
ONE 
THING 
I CAN 
SAY... 


I CAN 

m 

HAPPY 

NOW!! 



























y evergreen 







I WAS 
SAVE? BY 
AWAYA SW4, 
OF ALL 
PEOPLE. 


' 































































































IT MAKES 
MORE 
SENSE 
THAN W 
STUP/P 
FANTASY 
ACTUALLY 


SHE TOOK 
P/TYON 
MEANP 
LENT ME 
AHANP. 



i THAT'S j - 

WE/f 

/ A FLEETING 1 
1 MOMENT 1 
OF MERCY 
BESTOWEP 

ON A POOR, 

. WIMPY, J 

\ WUSSY-- J 

i 



































































































































































































































SOGA- 

SBMPAl. 


HOTAKA 
MUST BE 
GETmG 
OAAHGEV 
RIOHT 
MOW. 


AAH... 

NOW 


MO, 

ON-CHAN. 


He MUST 
Be IN A 
SITUATION 
THAT ONLY 
ANOTHSR 
MAN COULD 
FULLY 
UNDSR- 
STAND. 


HE'LL BE 
BUCK 
NAKEP 


I fvmje \ 

j tfe 

1y Jg/*** 








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TEACHERS gy yosHI- 
READ WHEN MATSU 
THEY WERE urn ax a 
































































































































































































































































































































































AFTER 


MOM CUT 
OFF ALL 
TIES WITH 
HIS SIPF 
OF THE 
FAMILY. 


IV 

REAUZEP 

SOMETHING 

HAP 

PROBABLY 
WARRANTER 
THAT, SO I 
JUST LET 
THE ISSUE 
PROP. 









































































THIS 


SATURDAY 


AFTERNOON 
































































































































































































































































































NIKI, 
WHAT 
ARE you 
DOINO? 
C'MON! 


SORRY/ 

COMINO/ 











































































AM ON 
THIS 
PATH 
AGAIN... 



















ONLY TO 
HAVE MASK 
GIRL TURN 
AROUNP 
ANP STAB 
MB IN THE 
HEART. 


...WALKING 

TOWARPS 

THAT 

LIGHT. 


Captain! 


A serious 

matter 

needs 

attending 

to!! 


Very, very 
serious!!! 














































HOTAKA, 

CON&RATS-U 


YEAH, 

I GUESS 
THE 

OUTCOME 

STILL 

WOULDN'T 

CHANGE. 















HUH? 


NOWAY 
NOW 
AWAYA 
NIKI IS 
HERB, 
TOO?! 




EVERy- 

THING'S 

OKAY, 

NOW. 


PROM¬ 

ISE. 





rz/f 

GIRL. 












I HAVE 
TO 

WARN 


QUICK! 

gbtout 

OF TUG 
WAY! 


LOOK 

OUT!! 


WHY 

ARB 

YOU 

POING 

THIS 

FOR 

MB?! 


BUT I 
CAN'T 
TALK OR 
MOVB. 


I PONT 
WANT IT 
ALL TO 
BNP 


IHAVB 

THB 

CHANCB 

TOTBLL 

HBR-- 


AWAYA 

NtK/f! 



■T- IPON'T ■■ a 

_ 


"TVB 
APMIRBP 
YOU FOR 

A LONG 
TIMB 
NOW." 

H WANT JM 

Hr TH/S TO Ji 

K : HAPPBNH 

SORRY." 


'THANK 

YOU." 











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































* 4 ~ 
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I CAN'T EVEN 
STAND UP ANP 
LOOK. HEP IN 
THE FACE!! 

GAAAAAAAHW 



















































































































































































FRI&NPS.' 





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































HOTAKA! 











































































































































































































































































































































































I HAVE 
VAGUE 
MEMORIES 
OF NANNA 
WHEN I WAS 
UTTLE, BUT 
THE/OON'T 
MATCHUP 
WITH THIS 
OLO LAP/. 


HOTAKA. 
VO YOU 
REMEM¬ 
BER? 






































































































































































































































































































/ YOUR 

!§§&.. PAPA TOOK 
REAL OOOP 
X 1 CARE OF 
/ THAT OLD 

' IF IT CAN'T HOUSE. 

GO TO HIM, ; 

I WANT TO ^ Jk 

SEE IT OIVEN ^-11 

TO MY I II 

ORANDKIDS. / 11 


"COMB 
ON, 

HOTAM. 


f ire ALL THE > 

I my up in ' 

THE MOUNTAINS, 
WHERE NOBOD/ 
COES. I'M 
SO WORRIED 
ABOUT WHAT 
\ MICHT HAVE 
A HAPPENED / 
V TO IT. J 


"IT'LL BE 
ALL 

RIGHT." 




































































































































































































































































































3ur 
WHERE 
EXACTLY 
IS IT, 
AGAIN? 


THERE 
WAS A 
RIVER 
NEARBY. 
I REMEM¬ 
BER THAT. 


rvE 

TOTALLY 

FORGOT¬ 

TEN. 







PAR 

WOULP 

GO OUT 
ANP 
WARE 

IN IT. 



I VAGUELY 
REMEMBER 
US GOING 

TO VISIT 
ASA 
FAMILY 

A FEW 
TIMES. 



























JUST 

WATCHING 

HIM 

SCARBO 

MB. 


BUT 

HB'OBB 

SMILING 

THB 

WHOLB 

T/MB. 


HOTAKA, 
LOOK! 
THERE 
ARE FISH 


HB'O SUP 
ANOSUOB 
ALL OVBR, 
ALMOST 
FALUNG INTO 
OB BP SPOTS 
OP GBTTING 
KNOCHBO 
OVBR BY THB 
CURRBNT. 


I CAN 
SEE THEM 
SHININC 
IN THE 
SUN. 


VAVVY, 

I'M 

SCARE!?/ 


com 

ONI, 

HOTAKA. 


IT'LL- 
BE ALL 
RIOHT. 
































































































4SV/- 



















I WANT TO FINP 
THAT SOMEONE. 


AWBE. 


SOME¬ 

WHERE 

OUT 

THERE... 


MY SOUL WALKS 
A LONG ROAP. 


SOME¬ 

WHERE. 













5: Blue Rain 








































































































































































«0L. 



MAN, 

WHY? 

WHY 


JEEZ, SOOA. 

THIS WAS 
OIRLFRIEND 
NUMBER 
WHAT, NOW? 

HOW MANY - „ 
OIRLS HAVE L'*:£r 
YOU DATED, 


■ WHY DOES 
EVERY OIRL I 
DATE ALWAYS 
TURN AROUND 
AND BREAK 
UP WITH ME 
SAYINO THE 
EXACT SAME ^ „ 

THINO? 

' mfW" 


THIS 

AU/VAYS 

HAPPEN? 


































































I'M SO 
NOT REACT! 

I WON'T 
EXPECT TO 
RUN INTO 
HER FIRST 
THING!! 


































































































































































































































on-ami 

GO AFTER! 
NO/ 
BAP!! 






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































kV V oxxvA \vv Vfoaw^ 

^ Xos\W&\)i Wo\2^ 


MORE 
THAN A 
ALL THOSE Pe £fi£ B 
YEARS, IP IQ MS 

MY BEST TO p jSSEP 
BOTTLE UP &NC? 
MYGRIEE, H'S 

SHOVING IT PEATH. 
POWN INSIPE, 

KEEPING IT - 

FROM \\ 


SHOWING. 




E 


BECAUSE 
I KNEW 
THAT... 


in the end, befare anyone knew what was happening, he < / WAS 

He teft behind him awifa tost in emotionatturmoii-partsi ojg/ 

pah hatred-and a ^oung, powerless son with a heah co opporttu - 

NfTYTO 

Knd Ms ho\N \ tost the man \ caWed “father” not once, t 

For fads NNho’ve never tost anyone in their Vwes, under 
what \ went through \N0u\d be very, very hard to do. 























































1 B DM 


BY DOING 
THAT, I CAN 
KEEP ON 
GOING 
WITHOUT 
EXPLODING. 


cl ® 1 


soccer - £ 


mmim 




























































































































































































































































To be continued.. 



IS HE 
WATCHING 
ME? 


NO MATTER 
which ms, 
I/mow 

THOSE 
EYES ARE 
SEARCHING. 


ORIS 
HE JUST 
ABSENTLY 
LOOKING 
OUT? 


SEARCH¬ 
ING FOR 
SOME¬ 
ONE. 


MY SOUL 
WALKS 
ALONG 
ROAR. 
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